Children’s Ability Fund  of the Northern Crippled Children’s Foundation
Our history …
1947

· Formed by the Associated Canadian Travellers (ACT) to raise money for medical and surgical expenses for people with disabilities in Northern Alberta
· First Search for Talent was held in Barrhead on October 4, 1947 and raised $139.78
· 1947 – 1973 more than $300,000 was raised from the Search for Talent shows
1960

· $350,000 donated to a swimming pool and reconstruction of Camp He Ho Ha
1974

· First Telerama is broadcasted by Sunwapta Broadcasting / CFRN, and raised over $500,000.

1976 - 1980

· Funded the building of the ACT Recreation Centre – first phase completed
· Second phase completed and facility turned over to the City of Edmonton

1987

· G.R.A. Rice Bursary was established to recognize the support of Dr. G.R.A Rice, Sunwapta Broadcasting.

· Contributed $50,000 to Abby Road, an integrated and accessible co-operative apartment building

· $4.5 million was raised for the re-construction of Camp Health Hope & Happiness 

· The Name Wall in Coronation Park was built  acknowledging NACCF donors and the commitment of citizens of Northern Alberta to people with disabilities 

· Supported the Physically Challenged Farmers of Alberta to design and build a portable system of hand controls to be adaptable to self propelled farm machinery

1993

· $30,000 contribution made to the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital to build “Easy Street”, a simulated community environment to assist patients to re-learn activities they were able to do prior to an injury.  

1996

· The Barrier Free Playground grant was announced. The goal was to provide for the inclusion of children with all “abilities” at someplace as innocent as the playground.

· Provided $25,000 to Paediatric Unit 201 and Outpatient Clinic  at Glenrose 
1997

· Partnered with the Paralympic Sports Association and the Sledges in School Project 
1998

· Changed name to the Children’s Ability Fund(CAF) and the mascot,  Billy Ability, was introduced
· Bikes for Tykes program was introduced.  The program provided funding for the adaptation of a bicycle for the needs of a child with a disability.

· Funded first Snoezelen sensory room at Rosecrest ($30,000)

2000

· Participated in a Bike Camp at the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital
· Held an Ability Camp for Teenage girls with physical disabilities
· Partnered with Northlands on Monday Morning Magic and Rodeo Magic.  Programs designed to give children with disabilities an opportunity to enjoy events held at Northlands
2001

· A New Leash on Life program was introduced to support the training of assistance dogs
2002

· Canadian artist, Toti, was commissioned to paint the Silver Skate Festival with proceeds going to the Children’s Ability Fund
· Funded a Snoezelen Room in Westlock 
· Provided $10,000 for a pool lift for the Town of Rocky Mountain House
2003

· Celebrated the completion of the 100th Barrier Free Playground as St. Edmund School
· Funded a Snoezelen Room in Whitecourt ($20,000) 

· Introduced the Lone Star Program, a grant available to organizations providing therapeutic horseback riding
2005

· Honoured with the Premier’s Council Award of Excellence for Community/Citizenship for Barrier Free Playground Project on the International Day of Disabled Persons
· Recognized as an agency of promise with Alberta’s Promise.

2006 

· Announced the Gerry Herman “Volunteer of the Year Award” 
· Hosted the Famous People Players at Festival Place in Sherwood Park

2007

· Celebrating 60 years on community service
Recognizing each person’s unique “abilities” and NOT a disability

